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Examiner: Masaaki MORIUCHI 9222 2V00 

Agent: Shizuo SANO et al. 

Patent Law Section Applied: 29(2), 37 

This application should be refused for the reason mentioned below. If the 
applicant has any argument against the reason, such argument should be submitted 
within 60 days of the date on which this notification was dispatched. 

Reason 

A. The invention in the claims listed below of the subject application should not be 
granted a patent under the provision of Patent Law Section 29(2) since it could have 
easily been made by persons who have common knowledge in the technical field to 
which the invention pertains, on the basis of the invention described in the publication 
listed below which was distributed in Japan or foreign countries, or the invention made 
available to the general public by way of an electric communications network, prior to 
the filing of the subject application. 

Notes (A list of cited documents etc. is shown below) 

Claims 1 and 3 to 6 Reason A Cited Documents 1 and 2 
As to claims 1 and 3 to 6 

Cited Documents 1 and 2 disclose lens systems composed of two lens elements. 
The conditions recited in claims 1 and 5 are not considered to be special 
conditions. 

The limitations on aspherical surfaces recited in claims 3 and 4 also are not 
considered to be special technical features, because it is a well-known and widely- 
practiced technique to use an aspherical surface for satisfactory correction of 
aberrations. 

Regarding the condition recited in claim 6 

When the applicant submits remarks on the above cited documents, the 
applicant is requested to insist on the features and advantages of the invention of the 
present application by comparing the range of values defined in the conditional formula 
recited in the claim of the application with values calculated from the data of the lens 
systems disclosed in the cited documents and then insisting on the differences between 
them and the resulting differences in their effect as observed on aberrations diagrams or 
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the like. 

When amending the limit values of a conditional formula, the applicant is 
requested, for an application to which the 1993 Patent Law or later is applicable, to use 
limit values that are used to define the range of a further preferred conditional formula, 
or values given in an example or the like, or otherwise expressly specified values. 
Violating this requirement will be regarded as introduction of new matter. 

B. This application does not meet the provision of Patent Law Section 37 for the 
following reason. 

Notes 

A lens system composed of two lens elements is itself a well-known technique, as 
disclosed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2000-35533. Thus, there is 
no common principal portion between the inventions centered around claim 1 and 
those centered around claim 2. Nor is there any common problem to be solved that 
can be objectively understood from what is specifically recited in the claims and that is 
novel over the conventional technique. Therefore, the above-mentioned different 
groups of inventions are not in such a relationship as to fulfill unity. 

This application violates the provision of Patent Law Section 37, and therefore 
the inventions recited in the claims other than claims 1 and 3 to 6 have not been 
examined for qualifications other than those stipulated in Patent Law Section 37. 

list of Cited Documents etc. 

1. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 2000-35533 

2. Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. H8-334684 
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